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May  24, 201 9

Thank y ou for subscribing to m y  e-newsletter. Below y ou will find updates from  federal, state
and local agencies on ev ents from  the past week and the week ahead. As well, please note the
section below with inform ation and resources for those affected by  recent sev ere weather.

There are only  three day s left in the legislativ e session. Today  was the deadline for the House to
act on Senate am endm ents. The next few day s are dedicated to conference com m ittees that allow
the two houses to reconcile differences on bills. The HB3  Conference Com m ittee cam e together
y esterday  with Gov ernor Abbott, Speaker Bonnen and Lt. Gov . Patrick to announce the
finalization of the school finance reform  plan. We worked hard to get to this point and I am
extrem ely  grateful to each of the House Mem bers for their tim e and dedication getting this across
the finish line. With a few day s to spare, we were able to present a solid plan to update public
school finance in Texas and I could not be prouder of each of them .

The press conference about HB3  can be v iewed by  clicking the link below. Take a m inute to also
see what people are say ing about final bill - check out www.TheTexasPlan.com  for m ore details.

As we m ov e into the weekend, we will continue through bills returning from  the Senate with
am endm ents. Sunday  is the last day  for us to act on Conference Com m ittee Reports, while only
m inor corrections are perm itted on Monday . For m ore up-to-date inform ation, please follow us on
social m edia. Tune in any  day  to watch us by  clicking here: www.house.texas.gov .

Should y ou hav e questions regarding any thing in this newsletter, please feel free to contact us
directly  using the inform ation prov ided at the bottom  of this em ail.

Sincerely ,

   

May 2019 Calendar

Download m y  May  201 9 calendar by  clicking the link
below. This m onth is full of ev ents in and around Texas
that could be fun or useful to y ou and y our fam ily ! This
new form at allows y ou to sav e the docum ent for printing
or sending to y our fam ily  m em bers.
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https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=State+Representative+Dan+Huberty+Capitol+Newsletter%3A+https%3A%2F%2Fconta.cc%2F2Xsoggf
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http://www.house.texas.gov
https://www.facebook.com/danhubertysupporters
https://twitter.com/DanHuberty
https://files.constantcontact.com/a2549c85501/e2f3f9fb-cd83-4a7c-b7d3-fac3033570bf.pdf
https://www.thetexasplan.com/
https://www.texastribune.org/2019/05/23/greg-abbott-dan-patrick-dennis-bonnen-speak-texas-press/
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Maintenance-Lowering-Lake-Houston.html?soid=1107463978136&aid=yGKEjzxvGJE
https://www.houstontx.gov/mayor/press/adopt-a-drain.html


Keep watch for these updated calendars at the beginning
of each m onth. Im portant local and legislativ e dates and
ev ents will be posted here.

Click Here to View and Download
This Month's Calendar!

Updates from Austin

HB 3: Transformational School Finance Reform

HB 3: Praise From Education and Business Leaders

https://files.constantcontact.com/a2549c85501/30a85037-6a05-4240-905d-9d7e936a3003.pdf


CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE PRESS CONFERENCE

Gov ernor Greg Abbott, Lt. Gov . Dan Patrick and m em bers of both the House and Senate HB 3
Conference Com m ittees held a press conference Thursday  outside the Gov ernor's Mansion to
announce a finalized school finance package. Click below to watch the press conference in full.

HB 3: Praise From Education and Business Leaders

Teach Plus Texas' Lindsay Sobel: "HB 3  prov ides substantial new funding for education,
strategically  allocated to ensure a bright future for our students and the Lone Star State" "Texas
students deserv e a world class education regardless of their zip code. HB 3  prov ides substantial
new funding for education, strategically  allocated to ensure a bright future for our students and
the Lone Star State." (Lindsay  Sobel, Executiv e Director, Teach Plus Texas, 5/23 /1 9) 
 
Commit Partnership and InvestEdTX's Todd Williams: "I’m  confident our state will
rem ain the econom ic powerhouse it is today  and continue to be a place fam ilies are proud to call
hom e." "I couldn’t be m ore excited about House Bill 3 ’s ability  to create a m ore equitable school
finance sy stem  that prov ides all of our kids the education they  deserv e. I’m  so grateful for Gov .
Abbott, Lt. Gov . Patrick, Speaker Bonnen, Chairm an Huberty  and Chairm an Tay lor who
collectiv ely  put together a bold plan and saw it through to fruition. By  wholly  reworking our
finance sy stem  to focus on prov iding students with the resources they  need to succeed, I’m
confident our state will rem ain the econom ic powerhouse it is today  and continue to be a place
fam ilies are proud to call hom e." (Todd William s, Chairm an and CEO, Com m it Partnership and
Inv estEdTX, 5/23 /1 9)
 
Texas Public Policy Foundation's Kevin Roberts: "It is a strong plan that will lower the
burden on taxpay ers, im prov e educational outcom es, and protect and grow our econom y ." "The
plan deliv ers on the prom ise to cut property  taxes, fund education, and enact im portant reform s
that will keep Texas the m ost prosperous state in the nation. TPPF applauds the extraordinary
leadership of Gov ernor Abbott, Lieutenant Gov ernor Patrick, and Speaker Bonnen in working
together to put the interest of Texans first. It is a strong plan that will lower the burden on
taxpay ers, im prov e educational outcom es, and protect and grow our econom y ." (Kev in Roberts,
Executiv e Director, Texas Public Policy  Foundation, 5/23 /1 9)
 
National Federation Of Independent Business' Annie Spilman: "House Bill 3  is a big deal
for sm all business." "House Bill 3  is a big deal for sm all business. Property  tax rates are a
perennial problem  that’s gotten worse and worse ov er the y ears. We’re at a point now where
property  taxes in Texas are rising faster than people’s incom es. That affects ev ery body , but it
can be dev astating for sm all businesses. Sm all business is the engine that driv es the state’s
econom y . We need m eaningful reform s that ease the property  tax burden on Texans and m akes
it easier for sm all businesses to expand and create jobs. On behalf of our sm all business m em bers,
I want to thank Gov ernor Abbott, Speaker Bonnen, and Lieutenant Gov ernor Patrick for com ing
together and agreeing to this transform ativ e plan." (Annie Spilm an, Texas State Director,
National Federation Of Independent Business, 5/23 /1 9)
 
Texas REALTORS® Tray Bates: "We thank our state leaders for deliv ering substantial
reform s that benefit all property  taxpay ers." "We are pleased to see the state’s increased
inv estm ent in teachers and classroom s, coupled with transparent property  tax notifications and
autom atic rollback tax-rate elections. We thank our state leaders for deliv ering substantial
reform s that benefit all property  taxpay ers." (Tray  Bates, Chairm an, Texas REALTORS®,
5/23 /1 9)
 
Premont Independent School District 's Steve VanMatre: "I applaud Gov ernor Abbott and
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Senate and the House leadership in putting together this legislation that will ensure m ore dollars
m ake it into our classroom s, while prov iding m uch needed additional com pensation for our
teachers and property  relief for our citizens." "As a district we hav e m ade it a priority  to
m axim ize ev ery  dollar that’s inv ested in our students, teachers, and the com m unity . I applaud
Gov ernor Abbott and Senate and the House leadership in putting together this legislation that
will ensure m ore dollars m ake it into our classroom s, while prov iding m uch needed additional
com pensation for our teachers and property  relief for our citizens." (Stev e VanMatre,
Superintendent, Prem ont Independent School District, 5/23 /1 9)

Emergency Flooding Resources

Impacted by Recent Severe Weather?

Immediate Assistance: Call 2-1 -1  TEXAS/United Way  HELPLINE is the inform ation resource
before, during and after natural disasters. Call 2-1-1 for food assistance replacem ent of clothes or
furniture, etc. 

Have you reported your flood damage?: The Harris County  Hom e Flooding & Dam age Report
is used by  the County  is designed to assist the Harris County  Flood Control District and the Harris
County  Engineering Departm ent in determ ining what areas hav e experienced structural
flooding and dam age due to sev ere weather. This report will allow dam age assessm ent team s to
quickly  deploy  to those locations to asses the area in the wake of an incident. Your inform ation
will be sent directly  to those agencies and will not be shared with any one outside of gov ernm ent.
ONLY Enter information regarding severe weather of May 2019.

CLICK HERE TO REPORT FLOOD DAMAGE

Crisis Cleanup: Residents that need cleanup assistance due to the sev ere weather and flooding
in May  201 9 are encouraged to register their hom e with Crisis Cleanup by  calling 844-965-
1386. Crisis Cleanup is an online database used by  local faith-based organizations and disaster
relief agencies to coordinate cleanup efforts after a disaster. There are no guarantees for serv ice,
but all disaster surv iv ors with cleanup needs are asked to register. Residents who are selected to
receiv e cleanup assistance from  a faith-based or disaster relief organizations will receiv e a call
from  the organization to schedule a date and tim e for assistance to be prov ided. The Crisis
Cleanup line will be open Monday  through Friday , 8 am  to 5 pm , through May  24, 201 9.

Repairing your home?: If y ou are beginning to m ake repairs to y our hom e, please ensure the
appropriate perm it has been obtained from  the City of Houston Permitting Center. By  state
law, all electrical work requires a perm it and m ust be com pleted by  a licensed electrical
contractor. For questions, contact Electrical Inspections at (83 2) 3 94-8860. Perm its are also
required for all other m echanical work. For questions, contact Mechanical Inspections at (83 2)
3 94-8850. Perm its are not  required to replace bathroom  or kitchen faucets, ballcocks or water
control v alv es, garbage disposals, or water closets. Perm its are required for all other plum bing
work, including sinks. For questions, contact Plum bing Inspections at (83 2) 3 94-887 0. 

For homes located in the floodplain: You m ust contact the City  of Houston Floodplain
Managem ent Office prior to m aking any  repairs at (83 2) 3 94-8854. For inform ation on flood
dam age repair requirem ents, v isit floodplain.houstontx.gov. The City  of Houston's
interactiv e m apping sy stem  can help residents find their estim ated Base Flood Elev ation (BFE)
or 500 y ear flood elev ation for their property  online here (m ust use internet explorer),
instructions to nav igate this site can be found here. The Houston Perm itting Center Main Office
is located at 1 002 Washington Av enue, Houston, Texas, 7 7 002 and open Monday  through
Friday  between the hours of 8:00 a.m . to 5:00 p.m . Applications can be routed from  the
Kingwood Satellite perm itting offices to the Main Office for custom ers not wanting to driv e:
Kingwood Satellite Office at 3 91 5 Rustic Woods, Kingwood, TX 7 7 3 3 9, Monday  through Friday
8:00 a.m . to 1 :00 p.m . and 2:00 p.m . to 4:3 0 p.m .

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Z55MYPS
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Updates from Houston

Critical Lake Houston Spillway Dam Project
Reduces Lake Level

Maintenance Lowering Lake Houston

HOUSTON -6 inches on Monday , May  20th to allow contractors to begin a rehabilitation
project on the dam . Lake Houston will be lowered another 6  inches on Tuesday , May  28th
following Mem orial Day  weekend, for a total of 1  foot. Work on the dam ...

Read m ore
m y em ail.constantcontact.com

May 25 - 27: Energy Star Sales Tax Holiday

You can buy  certain ENERGY STAR® energy -efficient products tax-free during the annual
Texas ENERGY STAR Sales Tax Holiday . There is no lim it on the num ber of qualify ing item s y ou
can buy , and y ou do not need to giv e the seller an exem ption certificate to buy  item s tax free.
This y ear's tax-free ENERGY STAR Sales Tax Holiday  begins Saturday , May  25, and goes

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Maintenance-Lowering-Lake-Houston.html?soid=1107463978136&aid=yGKEjzxvGJE
https://www.energystar.gov/
https://www.energystar.gov/
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/TX/htm/TX.151.htm#151.333


through m idnight on Monday , May  27  (Mem orial Day ).

Qualifying Products
You can buy , rent or lease only  the following ENERGY STAR-labeled item s tax free:

air  conditioners (with a sales price of $6,000 or less)
refrigerators (with a sales price of $2,000 or less)
ceiling fans
incandescent and fluorescent light bulbs
clothes washers
dishwashers
dehum idifiers
program m able therm ostats*

*The ENERGY STAR qualification for program m able therm ostats was suspended on Dec. 3 1 ,
2009. The ENERGY STAR Sales Tax Holiday  exem ption for program m able therm ostats only
applies to those with ENERGY STAR labels before the suspension.

Non-Qualifying Products
Exam ples of item s that do not qualify  and are taxable, ev en if they  are ENERGY STAR-labelled
include:

water heaters
clothes dry ers
freezers
stov es
attic fans
heat pum ps
wine refrigerators
kegerators
bev erage chillers

"Adopt-A-Drain" Program Launched to Help
Remove Debris and Reduce Street Flooding

Adopt-A-Drain Program

"We know that there will be another storm  and this program  will m ake a daily  difference
in the liv es of our residents by  m aking sure that y our storm  drainage sy stem  is ready  for
the next storm ," said, Carol Haddock, director Houston Public Works, ...

Read m ore
www.houstontx.gov

DSHS: Warm, Wet Weather Heightens
West Nile Concern in Texas 

A m ild winter, ev en by  Texas standards, m eans public health officials are on guard for a possible
increase in West Nile v irus cases this y ear. Research shows that warm er winter tem peratures
are associated with m ore West Nile cases the following sum m er. Plus, heav y  and widespread rain

https://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=archives.thermostats_spec
https://www.houstontx.gov/mayor/press/adopt-a-drain.html


across Texas this spring has left behind standing water that prov ides m osquitoes am ple breeding
ground to m ultiply  and spread their m isery .

Fortunately , there are things y ou can do to protect y ourself now and throughout m osquito
season:

Keep m osquitoes from  reproducing by  regularly  draining standing water, including
water that collects in toy s, tires, trash cans, buckets, clogged rain gutters and plant pots
and saucers. Change the water in pet dishes, birdbaths and wading pools at least ev ery
two or three day s.
Prev ent bites by  using an approv ed insect repellent ev ery  tim e y ou go outside, according
to the directions on the label. EPA-approv ed repellents include DEET, picaridin, IR3 53 5
and oil of lem on eucaly ptus/p-m enthane-diol.
Create a barrier by  cov ering up with long sleev es and pants.
Keep m osquitoes out by  using air  conditioning or ensuring all doors and windows hav e
screens that are in good repair.

Taking these actions at hom e and while trav eling will help protect against Zika, dengue and
other illnesses spread by  m osquitoes. “Make fighting the bite a habit for y ou and the ones y ou
lov e,” said Dr. John Hellerstedt, com m issioner of the Texas Departm ent of State Health Serv ices.
“These sim ple steps can go a long way  toward protecting y ourself and y our fam ily  and neighbors
from  a potentially  deadly  infection.”

There were 1 46 cases of West Nile disease, including 1 1  deaths, in Texas last y ear according to
DSHS prov isional data. Ov er the last fiv e y ears, Texas has had 1 ,3 05 cases and 57  deaths. Most
people exposed to West Nile v irus don’t get sick, but about 20 percent dev elop sy m ptom s like
headache, fev er, m uscle and joint aches, nausea and fatigue. In a v ery  sm all share, less than one
percent, the v irus affects the nerv ous sy stem , leading to a m ore serious illness that can cause
neck stiffness, disorientation, trem ors, conv ulsions, paraly sis and ev en death.

There’s no v accine to prev ent West Nile illness in people and no m edication to treat the infection.
Som e people m ay  need to be hospitalized to treat the sy m ptom s. West Nile v irus can cause serious
illness in people of any  age, but those ov er 60 y ears old are at a greater risk, as are people with
health conditions like cancer, diabetes, high blood pressure or kidney  disease. Any one with
sy m ptom s who suspects West Nile v irus should contact their health care prov ider.

DPS: Enforcement Ramp Up For Memorial Day

This Mem orial Day  weekend, the Texas Departm ent of Public Safety  (DPS) is joining law
enforcem ent efforts across the state to help keep Texas roadway s safe and encourage m otorists to
practice safe driv ing habits. From  Friday , May  24, through Monday , May  27 , DPS Troopers will
be on the lookout for intoxicated driv ers, as well as driv ers v iolating speed lim it, seat belt and
other traffic laws.

“Mem orial Day  pay s tribute to those who hav e m ade the ultim ate sacrifice in serv ing and
protecting our country , and we know m any  of y ou will spend the long holiday  weekend with
fam ily  and friends to honor these heroic m en and wom en,” said DPS Director Stev en McCraw.
“As y ou m ake plans for this weekend, we’re asking all Texans to m ake safety  a top priority . If
y ou’re on the road, be sure to driv e sober, wear y our seatbelt and obey  all traffic laws to help
prev ent senseless tragedies from  occurring. DPS will do our part to keep Texans safe by  ram ping
up patrols on our roadway s this Mem orial Day  weekend.”

During the 201 8 Mem orial Day  holiday  weekend, DPS Troopers issued nearly  65,000 citations
and warnings, including 1 ,203  seat belt and child safety  restraint tickets. DPS enforcem ent
efforts also resulted in 3 91  DWI arrests, 225 fugitiv e arrests and 229 felony  arrests. DPS also
supports the state’s “Click It or Ticket” enforcem ent cam paign, which runs through June 2 . Now
in its 1 7 th y ear, “Click It or Ticket” encourages driv ers and passengers to com ply  with state seat
belt laws. Driv ers are urged to follow these safety  tips this Mem orial Day  weekend:

Do not drink and driv e. Make alternate trav el plans if y ou are consum ing alcohol.
Move Over or Slow Down for police, fire, EMS, Texas Departm ent of Transportation
v ehicles and tow trucks stopped on the side of the road with em ergency  lights activ ated.
Also, show the sam e courtesy  to fellow driv ers stopped along the road.
If y ou can Steer I t, Clear I t: If y ou are inv olv ed in a non-injury  crash and y our v ehicle can
be m ov ed, clear the traffic lanes to m inim ize the im pact on traffic. Leav ing v ehicles in a
traffic lane not only  increases traffic congestion, but it also leav es those inv olv ed with an
increased risk of harm  and chance for a secondary  collision. On som e highway s, it is
actually  a v iolation of the law to not m ov e y our v ehicle ov er when it is safe to do so.
Slow down — especially  in bad weather, construction areas, heav y  traffic and unfam iliar
areas.
Elim inate distractions while driv ing, including the use of m obile dev ices. Texas law
prohibits using a portable wireless dev ice to read, write or send an electronic m essage
unless the v ehicle is stopped.



Buckle up ev ery one in the v ehicle — it’s the law.
Driv e defensiv ely , as holiday  trav el m ay  present additional challenges.
Don’t driv e fatigued — allow plenty  of tim e to reach y our destination.
If y ou see a road hazard or if y ou observ e any thing suspicious, report it to the nearest law
enforcem ent agency .
On m ulti-lane roadway s, use the left lane for passing only . Not only  is it courteous driv ing
and av oids im peding traffic, Texas law requires slower traffic to keep to the right and to
only  use the left lane for passing (when posted).
Before y our trip begins, m ake sure y our v ehicle is properly  m aintained and alway s
double check to m ake sure all cargo is secure.
Monitor weather and road conditions wherev er y ou are trav eling. For road
conditions/closings in Texas, v isit Driv e Texas. 

Rep. Huberty's Legislative Agenda

To see a list of Rep. Huberty 's filed legislation, click here.

HJR 3  - Proposing a constitutional am endm ent to prov ide funding for the cost of m aintaining
and operating the public school sy stem  and to reduce school district ad v alorem  tax rates
through an increase in the state sales and use tax rate.

HJR 1 21  - Proposing a constitutional am endm ent allowing increased distributions to the
av ailable school fund.

HB 3  - Relating to public school finance and public education.

HB 7 6 - Relating to cardiac assessm ents of high school participants in extracurricular athletic
activ ities sponsored or sanctioned by  the Univ ersity  Interscholastic League.

HB 7 3 4 - Relating to the carry ing of concealed or holstered handguns by  certain handgun license
holders attending a m eeting of the board of trustees of a school district or the gov erning body  of
an open-enrollm ent charter school.

HB 7 66 - Relating to exem ptions for disabled peace officers and fire fighters from  pay m ent of
tuition and fees at public institutions of higher education.

HB 7 91  - Relating to the definition of v olunteer fire departm ent for purposes of certain m otor fuel
tax exem ptions.

HB 802 - Relating to v oting rights and eligibility  for office of residents of certain districts subject
to a strategic partnership agreem ent.

HB 81 3  - Relating to m oney  used by  counties that participate in the low-incom e v ehicle repair
assistance, retrofit, and accelerated v ehicle retirem ent program .

HB 83 1  - Relating to the residency  requirem ent to be eligible for public office.

HB 851  - Relating to the use of indiv idual graduation com m ittees and other alternativ e m ethods
to satisfy  certain public high school graduation requirem ents.

HB 907  - Relating to the penalty  for failure to register certain aggregate production operations
with the Texas Com m ission on Env ironm ental Quality .

HB 908 - Relating to the regulation of aggregate production operation by  the Texas Com m ission
on Env ironm ental Quality ; increasing an adm inistrativ e penalty .

HB 909 - Relating to best m anagem ent practices for aggregate production operations.

HB 91 1  - Relating to the creation and functions of the Lake Houston Watershed Com m ission.

HB 1 652 -Relating to the public resale by  m eans of a public auction using online bidding and sale
of property  purchased by  a taxing unit at an ad v alorem  tax sale.

HB 1 67 1  - Relating to water quality  protection areas.

HB 1 7 25 - Relating to retired m em bers of the Texas State Guard.

HB 27 95 - Relating to a one-tim e supplem ental annuity  pay m ent to certain retirees and
beneficiaries of the Teacher Retirem ent Sy stem  of Texas.

HB 2961  - Relating to an allotm ent under the foundation school program  for students with
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dy slexia or related disorders.

HB 2983  - Relating to the adm inistration to public school students in certain grades of state-
adm inistered assessm ent instrum ents.

HB 3 599 - Relating to certain increases in benefits under the firefighters' relief and retirem ent
fund in certain m unicipalities.

HB 3 904 - Relating to public school accountability , including certain assessm ent requirem ents,
perform ance standards, and sanctions, including sanctions affecting educator contracts, and to
prov iding alternativ e m ethods to satisfy  certain public high school graduation requirem ents.

HB 3 906 - Relating to the adoption and adm inistration of assessm ent instrum ents used to assess
the perform ance of public school students.

HB 3 91 3  - Relating to an exception from  required disclosure under the public inform ation law for
certain personal inform ation obtained by  certain flood control districts.

HB 3 967  - Relating to access to certain health inform ation of public school students during an
em ergency  ev acuation.

HB 43 3 4 - Relating to the creation of the office of inspector general at the Texas Education
Agency  to inv estigate the adm inistration of public education.

HB 43 3 5 -Relating to the assessm ent and collection of ad v alorem  taxes im posed by  a school
district.

HB 461 1  - Relating to certain distributions to the av ailable school fund.

HB 4621  - Relating to the im position of sales and use taxes and the allocation of certain rev enue
from  sales and use taxes to school district property  tax relief and public education; authorizing
the im position of a tax.

Constituent Resources

Need Assistance?

Our office is alway s ready  to assist y ou. Call or em ail us and we will do our best to help. Many
State Agencies also hav e hotlines or citizen assistance offices to assist y ou. That contact
inform ation is av ailable at this link, in alphabetical order: 

http://www.lrl.texas.gov /genInfo/stateAgencies.cfm

Live Updates

All of the relev ant inform ation our office has gathered during the week will be posted to our
Facebook page. By  "liking" us, y ou will stay  up-to-date about im portant m atters across the state
that affect y ou and y our fam ily . Click below to find our page.
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